AMCCO BOARD MEETING

KENT STATE SPRING SEMINAR

BERTRAM INN, AURORA, OHIO
APRIL 22, 2008
President Linda Lutts called the meeting to order at 6:55 p.m.

ATTENDEES:
Cindy Bitter, Upper Arlington

Linda Lutts, Sharonville

Marcia Soos, Shadyside


Janice Speicher, Dublin

Kathy Kaluger, St. Clairsville

Karen Woodward, Gahanna


Brenda Fisher, Montgomery

Angela Zeleznik, Independence
Clyde Bellinger, Coldwater


Bobbi Frysinger, Ft. Shawnee

Secretary Janice Speicher presented the meeting minutes from the February 15, 2008 board meeting.  There were no corrections or additions.  Marcia Soos motioned to approve the meeting minutes with a second from Kathy Kaluger.  The minutes were approved.

Treasurer Marcia Soos presented the treasurer’s report dated April 23, 2008 with an ending balance of $23,386.50.  Marcia stated she did not show the amount set aside for the education committee from the fall seminar in the report.  The amount is $1000.46.   Cindy Bitter asked Marcia if she could periodically attach the bank statement with the treasurer’s report.  Marcia stated we are audited every two years, and she will include a bank statement with the treasurer’s report she distributes to the board.  Cindy Bitter motioned to accept the treasurer’s report with a second from Bobbi Frysinger.  The report was filed for audit.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
HB 154:  This bill, with the addition of a few of amendments, was voted out of the Judicial Committee by a 6-4 vote on April 17, 2008.  One of the amendments of notice addressed the appointment of the magistrate.  The bill will now remain silent on how the magistrate is chosen, so basically, the magistrate appointment is up the municipality.  Another amendment that was discussed is the one concerning proportionate share.  There seems to be some confusion over this amendment, as some have interpreted the amendment as only addressing proportionate share, while others have read that this allows a municipality who loses their court to collect all uncontested fines for violations of the municipal ordinances.  This fine would be paid directly to the community by the person cited.   Angela Zeleznik mentioned that her mayor along with surrounding mayors, have sent a letter to the Speaker of the House asking the bill not be introduced.  She also mentioned that if the bill passes, that out of approximately 335 mayor’s courts, 142 courts will be abolished.  We discussed the need to get our mayors involved to speak out on this bill.
NEW BUSINESS:
Linda Lutts thanked Cindy Bitter for her legislative update handout.  We discussed the following new legislation:

SB 209:  this act created the Indigent Defense Support Fund in the state treasury.  This bill was signed by the Governor on March 26, 2008 and will take effect 90 days later.  The bill increased the various minimum fine amounts that may be imposed for OVI convictions.  For first time OVI offender convictions, the court collects an additional $75.00 which then gets sent to the state treasury.  

HB 376:  this bill has been assigned to the Criminal Justice committee but has yet to have a hearing.  This would add $20.00 court costs for every misdemeanor other than traffic that is not a moving violation (criminal misdemeanors such as animal at large, petty theft, etc.).  It would also add $10.00 if the offense is a traffic offense that is not a moving violation, excluding parking citations (such as seat belt, etc.).  This bill also increases the warrant block processing fee and the license forfeiture fee from $15.00 to $25.00 as well as other reinstatement fees paid to the bureau of motor vehicles.

Karen Woodward gave an education committee update.  The Kent State conference starting tomorrow is all ready to go.  Our lobbyist, Darryl Dever, is scheduled to speak to update everyone on HB 154 and other pending legislation.  The fall conference is in Dublin, Ohio at the Embassy Suites on Thursday, September 25, 2008 and Friday September 26, 2008.  There are sixty rooms reserved for Wednesday evening, with seventy rooms reserved for Thursday evening.  The room cost is $121.99.  The 2009 spring conference is April 23, 2009 and April 24, 2009 in the Cincinnati area—details to follow.  The 2009 fall conference is September 24, 2009 and September 25, 2009 at the Embassy Suites in Dublin, Ohio.  The room rate is $125.99.  The 2010 spring conference with be with Kent State and the 2010 fall conference will be in the Columbus area.

Karen also gave the clerk certification numbers:  

19 clerks received new clerk certifications

13 clerks received two year clerk certifications

14 clerks received four year clerk certifications

12 clerks received six year clerk certifications

30 clerks received eight year clerk certifications

Karen also presented an idea to have an organized social event at the 2008 fall conference.  She had information about attending the Lion King play.  She will find out more details and report back.  
Angela asked if there could be an appeal process for those clerks who aren’t correct with their points.  Karen stated the education committee, since they set the requirements, can discuss the appeal process.

The next board meeting is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on September 24, 2008 at the Embassy Suites in Dublin, Ohio.  Dinner will be provided.

Kathy Kaluger motioned to adjourn the meeting with a second from Marcia Soos.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  The board members then proceeded to prepare the conference attendee packets.
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Submitted by Secretary Janice Speicher

